INCORPORATION OF ASTORIA 


by Liisa Penner, July 20, 1789 
When was Astoria incorporated? 1854, 18723, or i874? 


My "Oregon Almanac and Book of Facts for 1941-3", Binford and 
Mort Publishers, 1941, says it was 1874. Emma Gene Miller’s 
book, "Clatsop County, Oregon", gives an 1874 date, reporting 
that, "The city councilmen for Astoria met on June 46, 18764, 
shortly after incorporation of the town. C.d. Trenchard was 
Blected president and other members of the committee were 
James Taylor, W.W. Parker, James Welch, and Conrad Boelling. 
The first man to be mayor of Astoria was William F. Kippen, 
who took office in August, 1872." These two sources appear 
to be in error in regard to date of incorporation. 


The Oregon State Government Printing Office in i858 printed a 
Book which included “Laws of a Special Nature". On page = 
was "AN ACT to incorporate the Town of Astoria" (18543. On 
Page 978 and 79 of this same book was “SN ACT to amend an act 
passed January 18th, 1854, to incorporate the town of 
Astoria”. This amended act dated to i858. A copy of this 
Oregon State Printing Office book is at the Heritage Center 
in Astoria. In 1872, the “Charter of the Town of Astoria and 
Rules and Regulatians for the Government of the Common 
Council” was printed. An old copy of this book is located in 
the Special Collection of the Library at the University of 
Washington in Seattle (N 79.3541 24c i872}. There may be 
other acts or amendments to the Astoria Town/City Charter in 
this time period that I am not aware of. 


1854 Act 

The 1854 act defined the boundaries of the town of Astoria. 
It stated that the government of the town would be vested in 
a board of five trustees, then listed their functions and 
described the rules of operation of the board. 


Section 2 of this act stated, “The inhabitants of the town of 
Astoria, within the Limits above described, shall be and they 
are hereby constituted a body politic and corporate, in fact 
and in law, by the name and style of the “Town of Astoria," 
and by that name they and their successors shall be known in 
law, and have perpetual succession, sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded, defend and be defended, in all courts of 
law and in all actions whatsoever: may purchase, hold and 
FeCSIVe property, real and personal, within said town, for 
public buildings, school purposes and town improvements; may 
lease, sell and dispose of the same, for the benefit of the 
town; may purchase, receive and hold property, real and 
personal, within and beyond the limits of the town, to be 
used for Burial purposes, and for the reception of persons 
affected with contagious or other diseases, and far 


work—-houses and houses af correction, and for the 
construction of water-works to supply the town with fresh 
water: and may lease, sell and dispose of the same for the 
Benefit of the town: and they shall have and use a common 
seal, and alter and break the same and make a new one at 
pleasure.” 


The area described in this 1856 charter was defined as 
follows: beginning in the middle of the channel of the 
Columbia River, due north of the northern terminus of 
Broadway (24th) and Salmon (25th) streets, then south to the 
middie of the northern end of Salmon street (Franklin?); then 
southerly along the middle of Salmon strest to Berry 
(Jerome); then westerly along the middie of Berry to Block 54 
{13th and Jerome} in Shively*s Astoria; continuing westerly 
to Block 54 in McClure’s Astoria (ist and Franklin?}, then 
north toa the middle of the channel of the Columbia River, 
then easterly along the middie of the channel to the point of 
beginning. In effect, the town of Astoria included the north 
western half of Shively*s donation land claim and the 
northern half of McClure*s. Astoria, at this time, had no 
streets worthy of the name and very few houses above Grand 
Ave which may account for the southern boundary crassing from 
Jerome to Franklin. 


1858 act 

The January 25, i858 amended act oniy redefined the limits of 
the town of Astoria. Tt commences in the “middle of the main 
Channel of the Columbia river, due north of Fifth street 
Cdoesn*’t say if it is Shively*s or McClure*s], thence south 
to the bank of Said river, thence south four blocks, thence 
southerly(€??PI till it strikes the line of John McClure’s land 
claim, thence following the survey of John M. Shively”. This 
is a very sloppy description and appears to sncompass anly 
Shively’s DLC and very little of it, from modern i8th on the 
east ta i3th on the west and four blocks up from, possibly, 
Exchange to Jerome. 


1873 act 

The 1872 charter of Astoria was described in the book as 
Being "AN ACT To Incorporate the Town of Astoria". In this 
book, each original amendment from i854 was listed, followed 
by the i873 amendment. The 1872 charter makes no mention af 
the 1858 amendment. One of the most important changes was 
the provision for the replacement of the five trustees by a 
Mayor, six Councilmen, a Recorder, 4a Marshal, a Treasurer and 
& Commissioner of Streets and Harbor. 


The description of the town changed to: "Beginning at the 
morth—-east corner of Shively’s amended plat and running 
thence south, along said plat, to the south-east corner 
thereof: then weet, along said plat to the sauth-west corner 
thereof; thence, by a direct line te the south-west corner of 
McClure*s plat, 8&5 Ofiginally recorded; thence due west 


twenty rods; thence north, to the State line; thence sast, 
along line to a place north of the place of beginning: thence 
south to the place of beginning." This is the north facing 
Slopes of the donation land claims of McClure and Shively 
Plus twenty rods west of McClure’s. 


i874 act 

An article in an Astoria newspaper dated October 28, 1874 
reports that the Oregon legislature enacted a new “city” 
charter. The word "city" is in italics in the original. i in i 
states that its provisions have been borrowed from those of 
Fortiand and San Francisco. 


This act extends the boundaries to include Shively, McClures, 
McClure*s extended by Olney, Olney*s extended by Hustler and 
Aiken and twenty rods of the north part of the Hinman tract. 
Roughly the area is from the Columbia River on the north to 
Young’s Bay on the south and from about Humel?I on the west 
to 32nd on the east. 


A letter to the Astorian newspaper of December 2, i874 says, 
"S certified copy of the City Charter has been received by 
the City Attorney from Hon. &.F. Chadwick, Secretary of 
State. In a private letter to the Mayor of this now “full 
fledged. city,” the Hon. Secretary, referring to the work 
required to copy the document in Salem, says: “The work is 
immense on that charter. Tt must have been got up in 
vacation af the fishing season, when all hands could lend a 
hand in preparing it. I think you are ahead of Fortiand on 
charter anyhow. Anybody who violates your charter has no 
respect for the size of anything! Still I do not see what 
could be left out. It is immense." 


Two years later a different view was given in an article ina 
local paper of February 14, 1878 which said, “We do not have 
any city government here and do not need any. No arrests are 
made here, for everybody seems to be sober, quiet and 
industrious. We have a justice of the peace, but he has not 
made enough out of the office yet to pay for his docket book. 
We had a constable once But he resigned and left—-cause, want 
of business." 


Was the reason that the date of incorporation was reported as 
18746 lie in the use of the terms “city” and "town"? 

Fossibly. The charter of i872, itself, is titied “Charter of 
the Town of Astoria". The change ta the mayoral form af 
government in i872 appears mot to have been a sufficient 
reason to warrent the term "city". Ordinances dating ta 
1875 and i874 began, “THE PEOPLE OF THE TOWN OF Astoria da 
ordain as follows:..". In 1877, the term “city" is used in 
the place of “town” in these ordinances. However, an articie 
from an Astoria paper of July 3, i873 refers to a “City 
Recorder" and one from May 22, i875 refers to a "City 
Treasurer”. Tt appears that some Astorians assumed the 


title, of “city" for Astoria, before Astoria had its city 
charter of 18764. 


Definitions 

What is the definition of incorporate, corporation, city and 
town? My "The New CENTURY DICTIONARY" copyright 1944 defines 
these terms as follows: 


Incorporate — "To form or combine into one body or uniform 
substance...to form into a society or organization...toa 
constitute as a legal corporation.” 


Corporation — "A number of persons united or regarded as 
united in one body; specif., an artificial person, created by 
law, or under authority of law, from a group or succession of 
natural persons, and having a continuous existence 
irrespective of that of its members, and powers and 
liabilities distinct from those of its members (as a 
corporation aggregate, one consisting of a number of members 
at the same time, as the mayor and aldermen of a city or the 
governing body of a college..." 


City -— "A town or village: a large or important town; in the 
U.5., an incorporated municipality, usually governed by a 
mayor and a Board of aldermen or councilmen; also, the 
inhabitants of a city collectively..." 


Town — "An inclosed piece of ground: the inclosed land 
surrounding or belonging to a dwelling; a house or a 
collection of houses or buildings, upon an inclosed piece of 
land, or a homestead or farmstead: also, a village or 
hamlet..3 a collection of inhabited houses larger than a 
Village and having more complete local government; ina 
general sense, a city or borough...-also, in some States of 
the U.S. as in New England, a municipal corporation with less 
Glaborate organization and powers than a city; in other 
States, an administrative district consisting af a division 
of a county: a& township; also the body of the inhabitants of 
the town..." 


While these definitions do not clearly distinguish Between a 
city and town, the stated definition above for town, a 
municipal corporation with less elaborate organization and 
powers than a city, seems to apply to the year 1874, as that 
is the year when the “immense” charter was adopted. 


Other reference: 

The "Ore Bin", Vol. 25, No. 7, July 19762 in an article by 
Betty Race Dodds, presents a slightly different interpretation 
of the changing definitions of Astoria and includes some 
other changes in the Boundaries of Astoria. A copy of this 
bock is available in the Astoriana Collection of the Astoria 
Public Library. 


July 31, 1989 


Dear Bruce: 

e 
Jim Dennon asked me if I knew where the Astoria City 
Government met before they moved into the building on iéth 
and Exchange streets and if I could let him know by today 
(Sist). ft lesked through the newspaper index cards and asked 
Bonnie, Roger Tetlow and Mrs. Gault. I only Enow of its 
location for a pericd af time in the 1870"*s and later. bt 
Seems interesting to me that information on the location of 
the county courthouse is well-documented, but that for the 
city of Astoria seems mot to be. 


Shirley Schonisber had written the genealogy society that she 
had worked on a project of transcribing the Astoria meeting 
minutes, I think. I wondered if these minutes were from the 
last century or the present. If from the past tand more 
interesting to me), are they available for research? Can you 
help us answer the question of the location of the Common 
Council? 


The attached is what I have found in my search to answer 
Jim’s question. 


Liisa Penner 
Riwes., (Box) o2o 
Astoria, OR 7710s 


fe ] 


Y 


Common Council Building 


Astoria was incorporated in issé. Where were town/city 
council meetings held? Part of the answer is given below. 
But where did the council meet before iB72P More research is 
needed to answer this question. 


"Ssetoria Fire Department Souvenir iB7O-ifOS", compiled by 
Allen M. Robinette, pub. i905 


e22On August SS5th, of this year CiS?Zi, a meeting was called 
to consider a communication from the Common Council 
requesting the use of the Company’s hall as a meeting place. 
After much discussion it was agreed that that body should be 
granted the privilege, provided they furnished and fitted up 
the same, and that they hold no meetings on the dates upon 
which the regular meetings of the company fell. While there 
is nothing in the records to show where the hall mentioned 
above was located, or who furnished the funds for its 
erection. we learn from a reliable source that it stood oan 
the corner of what is now Commercial and Seventh streets, 
where No. 21 Hose House now stands, and was Built with funds 
raised by the Company for that purpose. The building was 
later sold and removed and a part of it is at present used as 
quarters for the Irving Club, on Eleventh street....That the 
occupation af the Company*s room by the Common Council soon 
became a source of discontent among the members is made 
evident by a motion introduced March ii, 1874. That motian 
Was read but lost, and consisted of the following: “Moved 
that we devise some means of turning the Common Council out 
of this hall." ...Friday, October 7th, following, the 
company assembled in special meeting for the stated purpose 
of ascertaining “whether we, the Company, or the Town Council 
own this building." Spicey speeches were made by various 
members. J.W. Gearhart was present as a committees from the 
Council and stated that the desire of that body was to learn 
the amount the firemen considered their interest in the 
building was worth, with the object in view of purchasing the 
same. Mr. Welch moved that the Town Council be in future 
excluded from the building; the motion was amended giving 
them thirty days to move therefrom and the amended motion was 
carried. 


Astoria Newspaper articles 


Di aed 

The regular meeting of the Common Council was held at the 
Council Chamber at & a*clock Tuesday evening. President I.W. 
Case is in the chair.... 


12=2=735 

We understand the Common Council will to-night occupy the new 
chambers, corner of Chemoquelsicl] and Lafayette streets 
CCommercial & 7th]. There is room for all. 


i2-4-73 


Common Council Proceedings. (CExerptsi 


The Common Council assembled in regular session at the new 
Council Chamber, Tuesday evening, Mayor Kippen presiding. 


Present——-Mesers. Wright, Page, and W. W. Parker, Councilmen 
and Messrs. C. Stevens, Recorder and E.4. Taylor, Street 
Commissioner. 


Absent——-Councilmen Reed, Hobson and Ferrell. 


22-sConcerning the furnishing of the new Council Chamber, the 
special committee reported that they had fulfilied their duty 
so far as they were capable, considering the financial 
Situation of the city. The room had been furnished "as you 
see it," at very moderate expense of $112.08 and on motion of 
Mr. Parker @ warrant for that sum was ordered in payment of 


the bill in favor of Charles Stall. 


Mayor Fippen took occasion to compliment the committee for 
their taste and good judgement. The room was handsomely 
furnished for this embryo city, and the furniture was of a 
substantial character, would last a number of years, and he 
felt confident that no tax payer who had the good of the city 
at heart would be found who would not feel a pride in the 
matter. 


Mr. Page as one of the committee, replied thanking Mr. 
President for his compliment. He stated that the committee 
had been guarded in its action knowing full well that the 
finances of the city would not justify heavy expenditures af 
any kind at this time. He had hoped that the committee on 
finances would be present this evening to make a report an 
city finances, as there was now a matter pending which called 
for considerable ready funds not on hand. So far as he had 
been able to ascertain, the finances stood about thus: For 
collections from licenses, etc., prior to the 4th of February 
1874, they might expect $266. Tonight warrants were ordered 
for about #570; which together with outstanding indebtedness 
would leave a balance against the Treasury of perhaps $700 to 
$2800. In order to meet this deficiency he thought it would 
be necessary to levy a special tax at any early day. and 
would suggest that the Auditor make out a roll from the 
county assessment, with this view. 


i 6-7e 
—-Work was resumed on the new city hall yesterday. 


2-97-78 

--Froposition of Bain ® Furguson to do extra work on city 
building, and turn the structure over to the city next month, 
was referred to committee on public property. [ECity Hall?d 


a co lear d 

Rescue No. 275 boys are so proud of their new apariments in 
the city hall Building that they are coming up heroically 
with the matter of furnishings. The carpets, curtains, 
cornices, etc., are abtained from Mr. Heilborn, and there is 
a neatness pervading every item which is creditable to the 
firemen, and toa the furnisher. 


4-8-7868 

It must be distinctiy understood that the fire alarm bell 
belongs to the Astoria fire department, not to the city af 
Astoria. dust to whom the fire department belongs we don’t 
pretend to say, without an analysis of this municipality. 
CSee argument over quarters abovel 


8-10-78 

Firemen*s Election Notice 

----the polling place designated is the house formerly 
Occupied by Rescue Engine Co. No. 3, situated in Genevieve 
street, adjoining the city hall. 


Rstoma 
INDEX TO NAMES - Qty Coupe BEEN MN 

Adams, William L. 45,46,47,48,49,50,51 

Aiken, Henry L. 56,57,61,63,66,69,80,81,85,86,87,38,89,93,95,99,100 
0&,102,103,109,110, 14% -113, 114%, 116,117,138 7299, 121 
Pigoni, S. W. (S.M.,S.N.) (Occident Saloon) 94,103,105,107,108,113, 
115,120,121,130 

Badollet, John, 6,11,12,28, ges 33, 34,35, 36, 37,40, 51,52, a7 aot 56,59,69, 
70,71, 72, T3074) 75, 76, 77,78 379% 81, 82, 83, 8h 185, 86, 87, 88, 

Bains, C, is (Bain), 124, 125, 128, 129 

Bennett, S. F. 118 

Berry, Mrs. 85 

Binder, Charles, (Oregon Bakery, Bakery Saloon) 73,76,82,86,87,88,89, 
90,91,92,94,95,96,97,98,99,100, 105,111,115,123, i27, 128 

Binder, M. T. 95 

Blissitt, Charles 14 

Boelling, Conrad, 162%:39 4555657610011 .12515516.17518.19,20,22,23,24,25, 
26,275.20; 30,391,325 33, 34,35, 36,37, 38, 39,40, 41,42,49,50,51,52,53, 54,55, 
56,57, 61, “69, 112,131 

Bohave, William, 128, 129 

Bosco, Carle 130 

Boulby's 103 

Briggs, Tom, 75 

Brock, M. 64, 65,66,67,68 

Brollier, Henry, 99, 100,101,102,103,104,105 

Brown, F, W 


IBS9-/87/ 


Brown, -, 93 

Brown, John, 41,50,51,56,74,89,90 

Brown, William, 92 

Burrow, J. F., 118 
lender, M. F. (N.F.) (Astor Saloon) 80,82,84,87,88,92,93 
mpbel, John, 32 

Carr, F.C. (Car) 116,117,118 

Case; J; W,.109,111,216,222 

Chance, John, 116 

Chance, William, 431 50,99, 101 ,102,.103,,108,,109,110,111,1135,1144, 115,116,117 
116.7179,,120;123,129 

Charley, (Indian), 129 

Church, - 72 

Coe, Jacob G, (Thomas & Coe, Goodwin & Coe, Astor Saloon) 49,55,60,61, 
62,63, 64, 65, 66,68, 71 73,945,101, 102,106,107,5112,114,127 

Colbert & Koffora, Undertakers, 108, 109 

Cooper, -,23 

Carns, Paul, 97 

Crosby, Alfred, Capt, pial 

Davidson, George, 338 ag 57 « ue 59,60,75,76,80,81,82,83,84,85,128,130 

Driscoll,-Tim,: 128 ,1 

Earles, Frank, 63,6 a 

Edwards, Mr., 65 

Efsley, Mrs, 49 

Ellis, William, 56,57,58,60,61 

Ferrill, Ferdiannd, 76, 78, 79, 82,,87,95,96,97,98,100,1193, 126, 122,223,124, 
125, 126, 427 , 7128129, 130 

Fisher, Agustus, 127 

Flavelle, - 65 
ava, Geroge, Capt, 43,59,61,68,82,88,91, 94,95, 98,100,101,103, 112, 
119, 120, 122,124, 126, 127, 128, 129 
avel & Co. , 88 133 


Friar, Robert, 103 
arhart, John W., 60,61,62,63,80,81,91,97,99,100,101,102,103,104,105 
Gites. Charles, 80,103 
Zlman, M. M., 
Goodwin & Coe, 60,68,73,74 
Goodwin, Caleb, 3,10,11,18,22,28,29, 31, 32,131,132 
ee ee 36, 38,39,40,41,42,43,44,49,51,52,53, 54,555 56557458 
59,60,61 
Gray, H. D., 107 
Gray, W. HH. 24,15,17,18,20,22,23; 24 254265276 37 5 505 585 7.39107,109,110 
Hallock, A. B., Esq, Surveyor, 40,5 56 
Harrinton, Mr., 12 
Hayden, John, 108 
Henrishen & co., 98 
Herman, - , 73 
Hinman, A., 85,86,88,109,11 
Hobson, John, é1, 62, 63, 64, ee, 66,67,69, 70,755 76577,80, 84 
Hobson & Warren, 108 
Hopkinson, Francis, oar 
Houton, - (Houghton) , 
Hubbard, N. PF. 41,42, het a a 53,54,55,56 
Hubbard, Py (possibly same as N.P, Hubbard ) 46,47,48,49,50,51 
Huntington, C. R., 63 
Hurd, J. D., 106, 108 
Hustler, George, 61,101 
Hustler, J. G. i1, 12, 13,18,19,20, ie 37,38, 39,40,41 ,42,43,44,45,47,49, 
55,65,66,68,69, ol, 75. 5: 92. Or, ok 98, 102,109, 113 
alls, David, E, 11,14 15. 16, 25. 29° 37, 41,50, él 25. 69, 70,714:72573% 
g. Bl, 85,86, 87,88, 89, 90, 92,934 9596197 198, 99,104,109 
ackson, (Indian), 75 
Jefferys, Joseph, 4 
Johnson & Gardner, 50 
Jim, (Indian) 117 
Johnson, he Dee 94 
Johnson, Fhilip, 104 
Kippen, Fs, 71.72,100 
Kippen, Wm, F, (Capt. ) (Columbia Bar Saloon), 72,75,76,78,79,80,81,82, 
83,84,85,87,89,92,94,102,105,106,111,115, 123 
Kofford, (Koffoeit), Nicholas, 118, 125 
Kofford & Colbert, Undertakers, 108,109 
Leary, F. D. 19,20 
Logan, M., 79 
Logan, Thomas, 80,85,87,89,93,96,97,98,99 
Lologan, T.,107 
Lomley, Job (Jobe), 55,58, 63,67 
Lomley & Megler, 
Lowell, Daniel W.,49,53,58,60, 64,67 
Mahan, Patrick, 91 
Maddock, Nadox,Hattocks, Mattox,Maddox, J.W.,63,65,66,67,79,80,81,89, 
91,93,95,96 
McAllister, - , 89 
fcClure, ‘John, 2,3,4,6,10,11,12,13,14,16,23,132 
McEwan, George B., 2 
wean, Ewan, R.S.,82,88,93,117,122 
ey Wm. L., Attorney, 73» 76477 + 78,81 83,90, 91,92, 94,95496,97, 98 
9,100,102, io4, 107,120,1.12,113,1135:; 118, 119,123, 12h, 125,129 


134 


McKean, AB, pei waged Die 32+3 8437 »39 
NcKean, Samuel 25.26.27.28 


Sly faetse 
fKean, Ss Tyv,Jr.,76 
‘egler, Meigler, Alex J.,99,100,101,102,103,106,107,108,109,116,117,118 


Megler, A. M.,51 

Megler & Lomley, 63 

Megler & Welch, 59 

Meigler, Jas., 97,100 

Yetzger, Capt., gh 

Myers, Meyer, Meyers, M., 99,100,101,103,104 

Millers, - ,112 

Miller, Henry, 38,43,45,48,49,51,54,57,58,61,62,63,64,65,66,67,68,70, 
71,74, 76,80, 82, 84,87,93 

Miner, James P, 25,26,29, 31, 37 

Minten, Michael, 95 

Moffatt, Byington, 96 

Montgomery's, 103 

Montgomery, A., 24,25,26,28,29,41,42,43,44, 61,73,85 

More, John, 79 

Nedroe, - ,73 

Nickerson, Franklin, 60,61,62,63,64,65,66,67,68,69,70,71, 7257374575» 
76,77 57897910 0ee la Oe se 3904, 86, 96 

Nowlen, Mi, 45,50,53,68 

Mowlen, M., 81,91,100 

Noland, i1 

Clney, Cyrus, 25,26,27,28, 30, 31, 32, 32 3&,39,40,41,42,43, 44,45, 46,47, 
48,49,50, 51,6970, 715 725 74075077098 


30, 32,38,41 »42,43,44,45,46,47,49, 50 


en, - (89 
ker, Charles L., 40,49, 51,52,56,57,58,59,60,61, 66, 74,103 
Farker, H. dg 2 30 ee 23, al” 25, 28, 29, 30, 32, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,68,69,70, 


7167257 3% ai 75. 90, 112, 131 


Farker, W. W. (Wilder We), Lita Debs 5 iGe7 oly 0114124615 516017 418419,.20,22 235. 


2u, 25, 32, 33,34, a 36,41,45,50,51,53;, é1, 68, 69, 73, 131 
Fike, My, 65-66. 
een John L, 56, 60 eg 59,60,61,62,53,64,67,68,69,88, 89,90, 92, 92,93, 
94,95,97 
Fowers, John, 125 
Reynolds, Andrew (Fony Saloon), 97,101,105,109,112,118,125 
Reynols (Wilson & Reynols, 71,77,82,88,93 
Riley, John, 120 
Rogers, Moses, 49,50,51,12 


Ross, Jeb (John, Jobe, Job > 23,14, 25, 16,17 ,18,29,20, 22,23,2%, 37530; 
39,40,41, 32,33, 34, 35, 36,375 38,39, 40,41 ,45,46,47,48,49,84,99,100, 
101 102m103, 104; L05;107,107; 108, 109, 110, 111,112,113,114,115,116,117, 
118,119,120,121 

Ross, William.B., 56,88,89,90,92,93,110 

Seely; Js. Js 6 


g- 2 

Shay (Miller & Shay) 54 

Sherman, F. 103 

Shively, John I’., Shively's Addition, 38,41,42,43,53 
7302. 209,170,244 -192.1139,115,116,217, 118, 119,120, 

Skinner, he Bae ts 16, 17, 18,19,20 


oe Hiss, 118 
Oe; Stephens, Charles, 45,51,52,56 257% 8 Pee etait 65,67 
9,104,105, 166,107,108,109,110, ill, 14.3 gk 6117118), 119.4 
121,122,123,124,125,126,126,129,120, 
13 


54,55, 58,62,63, 
2 


1,129 


Stoll, Charles, 128 
mmers, George, 121 
tylor, James (Col.), 1,3, 
29,31 032 305 41 42, 745.775 
1:22,123, 825% 127, 128 

Tom (Indian), 85,113 

Trenchard, T. 33 

Trenchard, Doc, 43 
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Warrenstaff, Wm., 103 

Wayne, James, 25,26,27,28,29 
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147°4185119,120, ob 127 (Crystal Saloon) 

Young, J. 5. 125 
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TINGS, 1856-1871 Prepared by 
Ms Schoenleber 


IMPORTANT. EVENTS. FROM TOWN OF ASTORIA TRUSTEES 


sot sey 
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52 an ordinance drawn to restrain sheep frem running 
se withing the town; an ordinance to provice ladders and 
kets for the use of the town in fightins fires; an 
ordimnce to vrovide for worltinzg out the road tax due 

" 314 11/4/1858 Crdinance 19 for the assessment and collection 

of taxes 

6/6/1959 Committee formed to ascertain the most suitable 

site for 2 cemetery reactivated. The board adjourned while 

discussing the cemetery when the Steamer itultnomah was 

heard to arrive 

"35 7/:/1359 The trustees refused to pay the thrity dollars 
charged by ‘i, ii, Farker for making ladders because the 
charge was exorbitant 

"36 12/1/1259 21 citizens petitioned that ir, Goodwin be allowed 
to Keep a grocery store 

"39 July term, 1860 The committee on roads and Harbor instructed 

to ascertain whether the initial point from which the town 

was surveyed is correct. it was suspected that a mistaxe 

of fifty feet, or the width of a street, was made in 

descridsing. The toard took measures to hire a survey and 

® plant monuments at some convenient point where it will nov 
be covered ty water. 

"40 Ausust 1860 J. G, Hustler, Recorder, given a leave of ab- 
sence esceecing thirty days to make a sailing voyage to and 
from san Francisco. a. 3. iiallock, surveyor from rortland, 
paid 352 for surveying the town of Astoria. xesolved that 
the treasurer pay to the Clerk of school District +1 all 
moneys in the treasury from dog taxes. 

“fi January 1861. iim. Gwilight licensed to keep a grocery, 
3219.95 in the treasury. 

"ha 6/6/1961 Grdered that the street commissioner apply the road 
money and road work for the current year as may be necessary 
to construct a log or corduroy bridge twelve feet wide alone 
the middle of »quemaqua >t. from vain St. westward across 
the marsh and a ditch along Senton street. 

"4b 9/5/1361 Revorted that 3160.32 had been spent on roads with 
34,27 left unexpendced and J20,86 yet to ve collected. I% 
was ordered that the remainder of the funds be spent on the 
new county road leading from Astoria to the military road 
leading from Astoria to salem. 

"bie 9/5/1861 We He Twilight applied for a licence to sell spir- 
itous liquors and paid a 450 license, 

" bh 1/2/1362 Thomas Goodwin received a license to sell liquors 
at the Astor saloon, 

"US 4/3/1862 iiency Willer licenced to keep a grocery at the house 
known as tne Jonita Saloon. 

"46 5/3/1362 A special committee appointed to obtain a suitable 
place for 2 cemetery for the town, 
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QOWM GF ASTORTA Pats 


Fage 1 6/6/1256 Town’of Astoria organized. Coinmittees formed: 
Roads and Harbors, Finance, Licenses, schools 
2 Ordinance drawn to collect revenue from sale of liguor 6/17/1256 
2 6/18/1256 Crdinance passed for keeping tilliarde tables and 
10 pin alleys 
2 6/23/1255 Wy, W. Farker and wi. 3, Farker ask to lay lead sine to 
house & saw mill under construction, 
3 6/30/1256 Caleb Goodwin granted a license to sell spiritous 
liquors and keep a ten pin alley 
n 4 8/4/1256 Committee. formed to select a cemetery location 
4 
4 
5 
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8/18/1256 A bill presented to tax dogs 

8/18/1856 Fassed a resolution to improve the street between 

the Methodist meeting house and James welches house 

9/1/1955 A bill presented to regulate the duties of iarshall 

A bill presented to authorise the marshall to make all necessary, 

prevartations to secure houses from fire, 

"6 G/§/1856 Fetition of Conrad Zoeliing granted for conveying water 

by trough through the streets to his house 

9/16/1956 An ordinance to restrain swine from runninz at large 

was adopted. «Also an ordinance to restrain dogs from running 

at large 

2 7 11/1¢6/1256 Read an ordinance to regulate theatrical serformancese 
also present2d a bill to ounish riotous conduct and disturbances 4 
of the seace, and presented details of the fire marshalls job. 

a 2 ¢rdinance 5, licensei dozs to ce allowed so run at large 
seetion 6, all moneys received for permits or finas shall be 
adprooriated for the cenefit of schools, Di 

s 9 Ordinance 6, restraining swine from runnin; at large, and. 
regulations drawn up for licensing ainusements 

"40 11/9/1556 Marshall instructed to procure a lot for a pound 
for dogs anc hogs 

“141 12/22/1856 Amount paid to treasury 3119, out 35.75, salance 
3113.25 Dogs licensed, named Fanny, Curly, Scratch, snap, 
Roxie and Towser 

"12 3/16/1857 Zlection of officers Tuesday, 7th day of April 

" 13 3/16/1357 Faid John wcOlure 310 rent and services for the year 

“13 3/30/1857 Legal voters notified to vote at the ofZice of 
Jona “ccluer 

" 17 4/20/1857 ordinance 10 passed, requiring bonds of Recorder, 
Treasurer and iarshal 

ie 32 7/6/1857 Caleb Good sranted a license to keep a srocery store 

"18 3/3/1857 Prenchard, rustler < Co, authorised to construct a 
wharf on the Street on the eastern terminus of Concomly street, 
and charge wharfage. 

"22 12/7/1857 Dor licenses reduced from 34 to G2 

4500 appropriated to buy the saloon of c. ‘ioodwin, so it may 
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be used for other than a tippling house "23 7/7/1862 The citizens of the town are requested to meet at 
"27 2/1/1952 3135.50 for paymens of teacher, also an ordinance the school Aouse on July 12rh to deliberate on the subject. 
in town of a public cemetery. and give the Soard the tenefit of their 


vrooosed to cestrain the use of fire ar 


. I ln r . es : enarj 

“26 4/9/4 Lots drawn to settle disputed election ie ieee eee . : ‘ ‘ i Jit S 

» 9A ¢ Bids recvived for filling Zast half of “ain wt. A 49 J. “vy, Lowell licensed to sell Liquor in the “onitor saloon,12/4/13 
49 1/28/1863 Thomas Goodwin licensed to sell liquor in the astor 


. vetveen Shenamus and Joneomolly 
22 6/3/1253 Elections schedulad fsr iugust, 1255 in court House 


the tuition of 
quarter 


“Aloon, The treasurer was authorized to 
the children of irs, I2fsl2y for the ensuinz 


74 


76 
78 


79 


94 


4/10/1863 The Pony saloon licensed for & months. 490 

adpropriated to construct a bridge and side walk along 

verrerson street from Cass street eastward across the bay. 
© 


317.50 appropriated to construct a side walk from the 
custom house to 0, J. Trenchards. 


1 4/8/1863 ‘372 appropriated to pay for a plank walk, 
from the Custom house west to the foot of the hill at ur. olen 


lot, 

8/3/1883 A petition vresented by citizens 
Astoria correctly surveyed 

10 6/1263 The Star 2:aloon licensed for six months 

4/i$/1864 Two hundred dollars avprovriated to assist the 
county in building a county jail, — 

5/5/1864 Voted to appropriate fifteen dollars for the use 

or the ouliding back of the Court House for a town gail 

that being half the expense of fitting it up. : 
5/2/1864 * bill presented for shackles, hand cuffs, locks 

anc Xeys amounting to 318.75 in coin, or 532.32 Legal Tenders. 


to nave snivley's 


2 7/7/1864 The Cemetery committee recommended accepting the 


offer of J. “, shively to give to the town two acres of 

land on the west line, and purchasing additional land +o 

mare a cemetery of guvvicient size. 

5/5/1865 oan Nickerson employed to repair the stove pise 

in the meeting room and procure a half cord of wood, saw it up 

and put it in the wood house, 

2/2/1865 Eight dollars paid for surveying five acres of 

ground for ‘the cemetery. 

5/4/1865 Sealed proposals for clearing off the ground for 

a ee onened 

12/5/1865 An ordinance introduced to prev s ting withi 
event s ‘ 

he oan Dp hooting within 

$15 paid to Clatsop County for whiteashing council room, 


$25.75 paid for a stove and pipe, and $36.50 spent for 

a desk and chairs for the council room, April 2,1867 

Wm. L. McEwen, nee hired as city attorney for $50.00 per 
annum, June 4, 1867. 

A petition was presented by J. M. Shively asking to have 
the dead bodies removed from the old grave yard to the new 
one, July 2n 1867. 

The city attorney was instructed to draw up regulations to 
prevent the introduction of contagious diseases into town, 
July 11, 1867. 

1/5/1869 a public meeting was called to ask the citizens 
to take measures to prevent the spread of small pox. 


95 1/12/1869 The Ladys of the town presented a petition praying 


t 


hat no more liquor licenses be granted after that date. 


95 A committee of three appointed to provide a pest house, 


96 1/22/18 


and engaging a Health Officer, 1/12/1869, 
9 A committee appointed to investigate obtaining 


a jail for the city. 


102 7/26/1869 Wm. Chance appointed Health Officer whose duty 


it was to place guards at places where contagious disease 
existed, and 4 watchmen were hired at $3.00 per day. 
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A bill was presented for services rendered to 

Philip Johnson Family during the prevelance of the 
small pox in driving up his cow during the time of 
the family confinement to their premises, eleven days 
5/3/1870, the bond required of the board of trustees 
increased from $550 to $1000 each member. 

6/7/1870 a petition was presented asking that the 
Slaughter house be 

7/5/1870 Recorder instructed to collect information 
relative to the Astoria Cemetery - how many lots sold, 
how many paid for, by whome the lots were sold, 

if notes are due, etc. 

11/1/1870 ordered that an election be held to levy 

a tax for the purpose of furnishing a Fire Engine 
Company with an engine house and purchasing a bell. 
11/12/1870 34 votes cast in favor of the tax and 7 
against the tax to equip a fire station. 

11/19/1870 It was determined that the election was 
informal, and irregulay and ordinance was redrafted 
to ask for $800 by special tax to purchase a fire 
engine. 

12/6/1870 The clerk directed to prepare an assess- 
ment roll, : 

12/15/1870 The assessment roll was laid before the 
board and ordered that a tax of 44 mills per cent be 
levied on all the taxable property within the corpor- 
ate limits of the town. 

Captain Flavel proposed to sell the Town of Astoria 
a fire engine and 250 feet of hose in his possession 
for $1,050, which was accepted. 

Also proposed that an inspector of weights and meas- 
ures be appointed for the county. 

Lot number one, Block 28, in Olney'’s Astoria, leased 
from the County for the purpose of building a Fire 
Engine House, and the south half of lots 7 & 8 of 
that block to build a city jail. 

7/6/1871 an ordinance was drafted to prevent the 
careless and wanton growth, cultivation and indiff- 
erently casting of the plant called digitalis and commonly 
known as fox glove. 

8/17/1871 Carle Bosco granted a license, without fee, 
to give an exhibition of slifht of hand in the spir- 
itual Hall for the benefit of the Astoria Fire Engine 
Company. Voted that the firemen of the city be al- 
lowed to take the fire engine to Fortland on the 4th 
of September, if they should so desire. 


